
Rob Riemen 
Writer, Founder and President 
Nexus Instituut 
 
Rob Riemen is one of Europe’s leading intellectuals. To keep the tradition of European humanism 
alive, he founded the journal Nexus in 1991. In 1994 he founded and currently serves as 
president of the Nexus Instituut, which has become one of Europe’s most prestigious intellectual 
organizations to inspire public intellectual debate about the most important subjects for 
humanity and society. The world’s foremost intellectuals, artists, diplomats, politicians and other 
decision makers participate in lectures, seminars, symposia, and conferences organized in 
Amsterdam by Nexus. Translated into 23 languages, two of Mr. Riemen’s books have become 
international bestsellers. His first book, “Nobility of Spirit: A Forgotten Ideal,” published by Yale 
University Press in 2008, is a passionate defense of truth, freedom and human dignity as the key 
values for a civilized society. His most recent book, “To Fight Against This Age: On Fascism and 
Humanism,” published by W.W. Norton early this year, consists of two beautifully written, 
cogent, and urgent essays about the rise of fascism and the ways in which we can combat it. Mr. 
Riemen’s books have received critical acclaim in numerous publications, including The New York 
Times, The Financial Times, El País, El Mundo, El Universal, The Wall Street JournaI, Gazeta 
Wyborcza and The Atlantic. 


